
access and support 
to the best evidence for 
health care in Canada

Imagine…..

A proposal for 
a National Network of Libraries for Health / 

un Réseau national des bibliothèques pour la santé



AGENDA

1. Update on the NNLH Task Force activities and 
highlights of provincial activities

2. Overview of Stakeholders Meeting, June 17

3. Summary of Open Forum, Wednesday, June 1

4. Questions/ideas/volunteers



NNLH/RNBS 
VISION

The National Network of Libraries for 
Health (NNLH) will ensure that all health 
care providers in Canada will have equal 
access to the best information for patient 
care. It is designed to fit the Canadian 
health care model and fill in the 
information gaps inherent in a complex 
health delivery system. 



Check our Web site!



En français…



What we’ve been up to



Exciting developments 
across Canada



Provincial Initiatives 
Initiatives provinciales

• Alberta - "Calgary Region Health Information Network: 
Making Information Count" -- an integrated knowledge 
service for health care practitioners, staff patients and 
their families

• Saskatchewan - SHIRP - Saskatchewan Health 
Information Resources Partnership - an integrated plan 
for province-wide access to library health resources

• Maritimes - Atlantic Health Knowledge Partnership



Stakeholders Meeting
Ottawa, Friday, June 17

Attendees (pros and cons)

Agenda

Hidden agenda



OUTCOMES

• Short term: $$ for a consultant to help put 
together a business plan, including a pilot 
project

• Medium term: pilot project, evaluation, 
preparation of a proposal for a full 
NNLH/RNBS

• Long term: a sustainable NNLH/RNBS



Open Forum
Wednesday, June 1, 4:30-6:00

Great turnout

Great ideas

Great follow-up

Great questions



Open Forum
Wednesday, June 1, 4:30-6:00

• Are we targetting provincially, esp. governments?

• What will be the buy-in for the stakeholder associations?

• This is not just licensing resources – are we emphasizing education and 
support? Is there a service component?

• Do the stakeholders know they are stakeholders?

• What is the model for the NNLH? How will be integrate provincial 
initiatives?

• What about telecommunications?

• Do we have a political lobbying strategy? Should we develop a phased 
approach in conjunction with the stakeholders roll-out?

• Do we have amedia strategy? i.e. a “spin”, an “angle”?

• Do we know how many health care practitioners don’t have access?

• Have we approached other library associations?  Other political parties?



What we need from you

HELP TO ROLL THIS SUCKER OUT:

-Ideas and feedback

-Support and promotion

-Participation in a pilot project
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