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Summary of Project:

The aim of this project was to conduct a benchmarking study of Canadian Health Facility Libraries to provide data to support library management. The objectives were to determine (1) the status of hospital libraries in Canada, (2) consortia, university affiliations and networks, and (3) whether libraries meet the 2006 CHLA/ABSC Standards. 

This study surveyed Canadian health facility libraries, excluding personal care homes, research centers, industry organizations, and associations. A pilot survey was sent out to representative libraries in Summer 2012, with the final survey sent out in Fall 2012. The survey was made available in French and English and only one response per institution was requested. The survey was constructed to gather data on institutional profile, administration, staffing, resources and environment. The questions were mapped to the CHLA/ABSC 2006 Standards for Library and Information Services in Canadian Healthcare Facilities. Data analysis was conducted with assistance from the Biostatistical Advisory Service at the University of Manitoba. The study proposal was approved by the University of Manitoba Health Research Ethics Board and endorsed and supported by CHLA/ABSC through the Chapter Initiatives Fund.








Status of Project:

The Benchmarking Canadian Health Facility Libraries survey was created and administered in the late Fall of 2012 and early Winter of 2013. Preliminary analysis of results has taken place. A description of the project has been accepted as a poster and presentation at conferences. Still to be completed by the end of 2013 are:
· Study report for CHLA/ABSC

· Article submission to journal for publication


Presentations/Publications:

Medical Library Association. One Health: Information in an interdependent world. Boston, MA: May 3-8, 2013. (poster)
Canadian Health Libraries Association. Inspiration, Cooperation, Innovation. Saskatoon, SK: May 22-25, 2013. (presentation)

Canadian Library Association. Winnipeg, MB: May 29-June 1, 2013. (poster)

Evaluation of Project:

Complete survey responses were received from 76 individual health facility libraries representing all areas of Canada. Enough data was collected to make conclusions about the current status of health facility libraries in Canada. Further analysis of data will link responses to 2006 CHLA/ABSC Standards and enable recommendation for changes. Benchmarking of data for library management purposes will be possible across several data-collection areas. The project has generated interest from health sciences librarians in Canada and has been accepted for communication at conferences. 
We thank CHLA/ABSC for the Chapter Initiative Fund money to support this study.
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