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July 3rd, 2012
Searching Public Health Information Using the Fast Lane 

Instructor:  Jessie McGowan

Tuesday, June 12th, 2012, 1:30 – 5:00 PM


This was a very beneficial continuing education session for me to attend, as public health is one of my liaison areas.  Oftentimes, I receive research requests from my institution’s public health department, which can be difficult to search effectively.  In a very interactive setting, Ms. McGowan demonstrated how to plan a search strategy; various resources/tools to use for finding public health information and how to evaluate the information found.  


The session began with an overview of what evidence-informed public health (EIPH) is and how to properly formulate a literature search question for a public health scenario using the PICO(T) and PS(T) formulas.  After we worked through the scenario individually and then as a group, the hierarchy of evidence pyramid and the “6S pyramid (Systems, Summaries, Synopses of Syntheses, Syntheses, Synopses of Single Studies, Studies)” was explained in great detail.  Learning about both of these pyramids has given me the knowledge to determine what can be classified as the most relevant, high-quality evidence to give to my clients to guide their decision-making processes.    


The concepts of truncation, boolean operators and searching for public health information using natural language was reviewed.  We participated in several practice exercises using these concepts and pulled all of our important PICO terms together to build effective search strategies.   


I really enjoyed how the session was structured, as we were able to practice several searches using some resources/tools that I have never used before.  

The resources/tools we searched:

· National Guideline Clearinghouse

· Health-Evidence.ca

· TRIP database

· The Canadian Best Practices Portal (Public Health Agency of Canada)

· PubMed

 
After we searched each of the abovementioned resources, we discussed our search strategies as a group, which I found very insightful, as everyone searches differently. 


I learned a lot during this CE session so that I can better assist my clientele and I have brought back useful information for my colleagues, so that they are prepared to help with any public health information requests that our library receives.  

Thank you for providing the funding for me to attend this CE session.
Sincerely,

Caitlin Carter
(306) 766-3832
caitlin.carter@rqhealth.ca
Regina Qu’Appelle Health Region Health Sciences Library & Archives

1440 - 14th Avenue ( Regina ( SK ( S4P 0W5 ( www.rqhealth.ca
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